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I am writing on behalf of the applicant in relation to the application site. 

The site is situated in a prime industrial location and the proposed use of carpet 
recycling and non-waste tyre shred colouring complies fully with Planning Policy. 
The two products are then sent for re-use in Flintshire and surrounding areas for 
equestrian, recreational and leisure industries. 

Concern has been raised due to historical issues at the site i.e. fires caused by 
hired plant malfunction. Operations have reduced to a level where it is 
considered the risk from fire is low due to the acceptance of one waste type, low 
storage volumes and the applicant’s commitment to include fire breaks 
exceeding the required separation distances shown in Natural Resources Wales’ 
Fire Prevention & Mitigation guidance. In addition to this, processed carpet 
undergoes continual testing using thermal imaging technology and temperature 
probes. The site is also exempt from the Environmental Permitting Regulations 
due to the low risk nature of the activity, particularly in terms of fire and 
amenity.  

The site has previously manufactured and sent significant quantities of material 
for the commercial market, including Chester Zoo. There is a significant demand 
for this type of product, which diverts waste from landfill and provides much 
needed employment in these difficult times.  

In conclusion, the application demonstrates that potential impacts from the site 
have been mitigated and that it is an acceptable land use. We would respectfully 
request that members grant planning permission in accordance with the 
planning officer’s positive recommendation. 



  

Statement to Flintshire Council Planning Committee 28th October 2020 (250 words) 

We are asking Members to refuse the application on the basis of an unacceptable risk and to 
instruct officers to serve an enforcement notice immediately.  

The site has been operating unlawfully since January 2017. It is beyond doubt that the nature 
of activities taking place are inherently risky immediately next to a major hazard site - that the 
site is within an industrial area does not negate the need to fully consider risk. National planning 
policy advocates a precautionary principle. If Members hold any doubt whatsoever over the 
risks posed by the operation, then national policy should be followed. To grant permission for 
an inherently risky operation would place the Council at significant risk of negligence if a further 
incident took place.  

It is not only a question of risk, but also the consequences of risk. It is only by luck and the 
diligence of the fire service that the previous fires were contained. There are many examples 
of where incidents have occurred at major hazard sites causing widespread devastation. 
There is simply no need for the Council to set aside risk and approve in the face of clear 
evidence that the precautionary principle should be followed.  

The applicant has had ample opportunity to provide detailed risk assessments – an approval 
simply cannot be issued. We have instructed Counsel to review the officer's report on this 
application, when available, and will circulate Counsel's opinion on this report in good time 
before the Committee makes its decision on the application next week.  


